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COMMUNITY OF ROCKVIEW, MO
JULY 20, 2005

CATHY GLIDDEN

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
SECTION OF ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS
1925 K ST. N.W.

SUITE 500

WASHINGTON, DC 20423

DEAR CATHY:

I AM SENDING INFORMATION CONCERNING THE UNION PACIFIC
RAILROAD PROJECT FROM ROCKVIEW, MISSOURI TO SIKESTON,
THE DOCKET NUMBER 1S 34672,

PLEASE ENTER THIS INFORMATION INTO YCUR FILES.

I WOULD LIKE TO EXPLAIN THE SITUATION THE RESIDENTS OF
ROCKVIEW WILL BE IN IF THE UNION PACIFIC ACQUIRES THE BNSF TRACK
FROM ROCKVIEW TO SIKESTON, MISSOURI. THERE ARE APPROXIMATELY
300 RESIDENTS THAT WILL BE AFFECTED BY THIS PROJECT.

ENCLOSED IS AN OVERALL VIEW OF ROCKVIEW (EXHIBIT A).
THE MAP SHOWS THAT ROCKVIEW IS LOCATED AT THE INTERSECTION OF
THE UNION PACIFIC AND BNSF RAILROADS.

THE PRESENT RAIL TRAFFIC FROM MY UNDERSTANDING IS
APPROXIMATELY 30 - 40 TRAINS PER DAY BY THE BNSF TRAVELLING
NORTH TO SOUTH AND 60 TRAINS PER DAY TRAVELLING EAST AND WEST
BY THE UNION PACIFIC.

ROCKVIEW IS THE BEGINNING OF THIS PROJECT WHERE A CURVE
PROJECT IS PROPOSED TO BE PUT IN PLACE TO ALLOW UNION PACIFIC
TRAINS TRAVELLING EAST-WEST TO TRANSFER ONTO THE BNSF TRACK
GOING NORTH TO SOUTH,

AS SHOWN ON EXIBIT A THE CROSSINGS IN AND OUT OF THIS
COMMUNITY ARE APPROXIMATELY 1,800 FEET APART. THE TRAINS (COAL)
ARE NEARLY 7,000 FEET LONG AND POSSIBLY GETTING LONGER,

THE CURVE IS PROPOSED TO HAVE A MAXIMUM SPEED LIMIT OF

/30 MILES PER HOUR, WITH A GREAT NUMBER OF TRAINS SETTING ON

THE SIDE TRACKS WAITING TO PROCEED AROUND THE CURVE (FROM A
DEAD STOP). IT IS VERY OBVIOUS BOTH CROSSINGS WILL BE BLOCKED

ggsggACCEPTABLE AMOUNT OF TIME ON A VERY NUMEROUS AND REGULAR
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WE BELIEVE THIS WILL BE TOTAL DEVASTATION FOR THIS COMMUNITY
AND WILL BE EXTREMELY ISOLATING FCOR ANYONE TO ENTER OR EXIT.

THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ON THIS COMMUNITY WILL BE
TREMENDOUS. ESPECIALLY CONCERNING BLOCKED CROSSINGS, EMERGENCY
VEHICLE ACCESS, TRAIN NOISE, WHISTLE NOISE, WHEEL NOISE AND
DECREASED LAND VALUES.

WE BELIEVE THERE IS NO FEASIBLE WAY TO USE THIS CURVE
PROJECT WITHOUT BEING IN CONSTANT VIOLATION OF FEDERAL AND STATE
STATUTES GOVERNING THE BLOCKING OF CROSSINGS WITH THE EMPHASIS
BEING PLACED ON THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT TO THE PUBLIC INTEREST.

(MISSOURI STATUTE CHAPTER 300 MODEL TRAFFICE ORDINANCE SECTION
300.360 DATED AUGUST, 2004.) (EXHIBIT B)

THERE ARE MANY TIMES WHEN TWO TRAINS ARE SETTING AND WAITING
FOR A THIRD TRAIN TO GO THROUGH. THE WAITING TRAINS OFTEN TIMES
ARE BLOCKING ONE EXIT WHILE THE MOVING TRAIN BLOCKS THE OTHER
EXIT. THE CURVE PROJECT WOULD MULTIPLY THIS PROBLEM 30-FOLD,

THE "'SO CALLED ALTERNATE ROUTES'" ARE BASICALLY
USELESS.

THE ROUTES ARE EXTREMELY NARROW, WINDING, DANGEROUS AND ARE
ONLY A MILE TO ONE AND ONE-QUARTER MILE FROM ROCKVIEW. WITH
THE LENGTH OF THE TRAINS, THE PRIMARY AND SECONDARY EXITS ARE
OFTEN TIMES BLOCKED AT THE SAME TIME.

WE BELIEVE THIS PROJECT SHOULD NOT BE ALLOWED TO OCCUR,
THE POSITIVE CLAIMS BY THE RAILROAD "DO NOT" OUTWEIGH THE
NEGATIVE IMPACT TO THE PUBLIC ALL ALONG THE 23 MILS PROJECT.

IN DOCKET NUMBER 34672 THE UNION PACIFIC CLAIMS

"THIS SHIFT IN ROUTING WILL REDUCE CONGESTION ON THE ROCKVIEW-
DEXTER LINE.,"

WHAT THEY HAVE LEFT OUT IS THAT IT WILL HELP IN ONE ASPECT BUT
WILL ISOLATE THE ROCKVIEW COMMUNITY. “‘"

IN A LOCAL NEWSPAPER ARTICLE (EXHIBIT C) DATED 06/14/2005,
MARK DAVIS WITH THE UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD RELATIONS STATED
"BUT WE WORK CLOSELY WITH COUNTY AND CITY OFFICIALS"........
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THE SCOTT COUNTY COMMISSIONERS HAVE BEEN TOLD THAT IF
THE COUNTY WANTS CROSSING ARMS AND FLASHING LIGHTS AT THEIR
CROSSINGS ALONG THIS PROJECT THAT THE COUNTY WOULD HAVE TO PAY
FOR THEM. THE CROSSING ARMS AND LIGHTS SHOULD BE TOP PRIORIETY
FOR PUBLIC SAFETY.

IN ANOTHER NEWSPAPER ARTICLE (EXHIBIT D) DATED JULY 7TH
SHOWS MYSELF PICTURED WITH ONE OF THE TRAINS ON A SIDE TRACK
WAITING WHILE THE OTHER END OF THIS TRAIN IS BLOCKING THE
"ALTERANTE ROUTE" TO THE EAST FOR HOURS.

AS YOU READ THE ARTICLE YOU CAN SEE THAT I AM NOT ALONE
IN OPPOSING THIS PROJECT,

AS IT STANDS NOW, THE RAILROADS, BOTH UNION PACIFIC
AND BNSF ARE IN REGULAR VIOLATION OF THE BLOCKING OF CROSSINGS.

IT WOULD BE TOTAL DEVASTATION TO CITIZENS OF ROCKVIEW
AND OTHER TOWNS ALONG THE 23 MILE PROJECT.

I HOPE THIS CORRESPONDENCE WILL HELP THE STB UNDERSTAND
THE "REAL STORY' BEHIND THIS PROJECT.

IF I CAN BE OF ANY HELP, PLEASE CONTACT ME AT:

LES GLASTETTER

INVESTMENTS AND RENTAL PROPERTIES
176 COUNTY HWY. 209

CHAFFEE, MO 63740

PHONE 1-573-887-6750
FAX 1-573-887-4276

Sincerely,




TO:

LINDA J. MORGAN

COVINGTON AND BURLING
2101 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE N.W.

WASHINGTON, D.D. 20004-2401

ENCLOSED ARE COPIES OF CORRESPONDENCE SENT TO
CATHY GLIDDEN OF THE SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BCARD
CONCERNING THE ROCKVIEW, MISSOURI TO DEXTER, MISSOURI

UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD PROJECT DOCKET NUMBER 34672,

PLEASE ENTER THIS EVIDENCE INTO YOUR FILE,

THANK YOU,

SINCERELY,

Ao Bl
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Missouri Revised Statutes

Chapter 300
Model Traffic Ordinance
Section 300.360

August 28,2004

Railroad trains not to block streets.

200,360. It shall be unlawful for the directing officer of the operator of any railroad train
to direct the operation of or to aperate the same in such a manner as to prevent the use of
any street for purposes of travel for a period of time longer than five minutes; provided
that this section ahall not apply to a moving train ot to one stopped because of an
emergency or for repairs necessary before it can prooeed safely.

(L. 1968 p. 445 § 75)

© Copyright

http://www.moga.state.mo.us/statutes/C300-399/3000000360.HTM 12/23/2004
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Better get moving

Health, fitness experts urge taking
steps toward better health. HEALTH, 10A

CELEBRATING 100
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{HEERS IN LONDON, TEARS IN PARIS

pics go to Britain
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Paris had been considered the front-runner
throughout the selection process.

BY GLENN FRANKEL

AND ELLEN NAKASHIMA
The Washington Post

LONDON — From the streets
of Singapore to Trafalgar
Square, jubilant Londoners cele-
brated their upset victory
Wednesday over Paris for the
right to stage the 2012 Summer
Olympic Games.

Thousands who had crammed
into Trafalgar — built to honor

a sea battle that marked another
famous triumph over the
French 200 years ago — erupted
with joy and disbelief when the
president of the International
Olympic Committee announced
the results in a live broadcast
from Singapore, seven time
zones away. Simultaneously,
about 210 miles to the south,
Parisians gathered at their city
hall anticipating success react-
ed with a collective groan. Some

ed away in silence.

Madrid, Moscow and New
York were also in the running at
the start of what became the
tightest site selection contest in
modern Olympic history. They
were eliminated in the first
three rounds of voting, in which
the lowest-scoring city was

dropped each time. London won-

the fourth and final round by 54
to 50.

“We always knew-that this
was going to be a very tense

See GAMES, Page 5A

Assoclsted Press

An unidentifled woman reacted
In London’s Trafalgar Square to
news Wednesday that London
won the bid to hold the no.._b
o_<=_u_o Games.
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ROCKVIEW RESIDENT WORRIES ABOUT MORE TRAINS

held as Ir

insurgent

* Their omvg.o presents a
complex legal issue for -
the U.S. government.

BY JOHN J. LUMPKIN.
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The U.S.
military is holding five U.S. citi-
zens suspected of insurgent
activities in Iraq, a Pentagon
spokesman said Wednesday.

ty because of
the cases.

All five are ir
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ROCKVIEW RESIDENT WORRIES ABOUT MORE TRAINS

Les Glastetter of Rockview, Mo., explamed Tuesday how the proposed increase of railroad traffic could kill the small town north-

east of Chaffee, Mo.

TRAPPED BY T

Ly 20 r
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A move by Union Pacific to acqitire more track
could isolate the town, one resident says

- : : . increased train traffic going : . ;
BY MATT SANDERS In Rockview residentLes . through Rockview could cut vs':l:‘t'g ga"skubr:&‘e’:‘cg'c iw”"rth'
Southeast Missourian Glastetter’s mind, that off residents from the outside  gieston and would inores szvzrand
: L embrace is about to turnintoa and destroy property valuesin  ya¢fic through Rockview. - ain
ROCKVIEW, Mo, —The tiny  death grip. Union Pacific filed = the small community. i

town of Rockview near Chaf- . apetition in March withthe. : =~ One main road runs through

fee, Mo., has long been in an federal government’s Surface . Rockview, and thatroadis ..

intimate embrace with the Transportation Board, the : - crossed by the tracks at both

railroad. agency that overseesrail traf~  ends of what Glastetter esti-

The unincorporated vﬂ]age fic, for a track exchange : - mates is a 1,800-foot stretch.
sits right at the intersection of between Union Pacific and Trains, meanwhile, canreach ‘-
_ twotracks —anorth-south - -~ Burlington-Northern that-. - :7,000 feet long, he said, and can :
_ track owned by Burlington- .would allow Union Pacific - block both main exits if placed
Northern SantaFeand an ' use the north-south track, a7:-: - along the curve that connects :
east-west track belongingto - ‘move that would increase train’ . v it ooE oo
Union Pacific. traffie through Rockview, . See TRAINS, Page 5A

“It will be devastating and
isolating,” Glastetter said. His

‘main concern -— that the

DON FRAZIER = dfrazier@semissourian.com

FIC

Railroad exchénge 7,

A proposed deal between Union
Pacific and Burlington-Northern

ON THE GROUND

4
4

veterans,” he sai

Paul Stender and the Dodge Ram Jet’ -‘; . The military
Truck, which will be on display, All - festival throug}
_overan axrplane flying on its side, said” ‘three drivers will be at Buffalo Wild: strations, includ
Bruce Loy, manager of the. Cape :Wings following the performance to and F-18 and re
Girardeau Regional Airport, where the - sign-autographs: - ~War I events sus

true to honormg Amenca s veterans. i
BY MATI‘ SANDERS :

. Southeast Missourian -
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A move by Union Pacific
to acquire more track
could isolate town.

From Page 1A

the two tracks.

The only alternative exits in
Rockview are small secondary
roads, in some places barely
wide enough for two vehicles.
One crosses the tracks a little
further down the road, another
goes to Chaffee, where roads
leading to Cape Girardeau also
have to go over operating tracks.

“Sometimes it’s like playing
ping-pong trying to get out of
here,” said Glastetter. “You drive
back and forth, not knowing
which track a train will be
blocking. Just imagine how bad
it will be if the traffic increas-
es.”

The plans filed by Union Pacif-
ic with the STB will allow the
railroad to acquire about 23
miles of track from Rockview to

Sikeston from Burlington-North-

ern. As part of the proposal,
Union Pacific will build a con-
necting track at Sikeston and
reconfigure tracks at Dexter and
Rockview.

Union Pacific said the move
will allow the company to shift

" 10 or 11 southbound trains from

its current east-west line run-
ning from Rockview to Dexter to
its new north-south line from -
Rockview to Sikeston.

John Bromley, a Union Pacific
spokesman, said the move will
decrease traffic in the Delta area
and shift that traffic through
Rockview. He said that if trains
are stopped on a crossing, it’'sa
judgment call whether to uncou-
ple cars so the crossing isn't .
blocked.

Areview is currently under-
way by the STB, a process that
will likely take untjl the end of
the year; to study the unpact on -

" people and commerce in the

area.
In response fo the plans ,
Glastetter, who is in civil litiga-
tion with Union Pacific over . - -
matters of compensation paid -
for some of his property pur- -
chased by the railroad and the "
railroad’s maintehance of its: "
right of way, is wagingacam-"
paign of grassroots political
action, trying to put the preg~ -
sure on the STB not to allow the
track exchange

COunty opposed too

: The Rockviewresident sa1d he;_

has put hours into contactmg
government officials and me
bers of the STB, and has man:
aged to persuade others to jo
his cause, including the Scott
County Commission and the city

o chalk_board — and the potential ;
% increase in traffic, he wonders

. thetrack exchange goes {
L _th.rough

. eral government. .’

'1ze the scope of this i xssue

msanders@semxssounan com

manager of Sikeston, Doug
Friend.

County commissioners are
unequivocally opposed to the
project, all citing safety con-
cerns in terms of increased traf
fic at crossings and the implica-
tions for emergency personnel.

“Someone is going to get
killed,” said Presiding Commis-
sioner Martin Priggel. “Our
warnings and gates and lights
are not set up for a lot of fast-
moving trains down here.”

Priggel said 11 county roads
cross the train tracks running
through Scott County, none of
them with appropriate warning
systems like arms and flashers.

For Commissioner Dennis
Ziegenhorn, who serves the
county’s southern district,
including the Sikeston area, the
biggest reason to oppose the
change has to do with emer-
gency personnel. Ziegenhorn
cites an incident in June where
an officer was injured after a
melee on Ruth Street and back-
up couldn’t reach his location
due to a train blocking the
tracks.

Ziegenhorn is concerned that
the western part of town could
be blocked off from emergency
responders — a critical problem
in an area filled with homes,
schools and nursing homes.

“We have a major concern in
Scott County, as I do in Sikeston,
of crossing the tracks with

longer trains and keeping the

tracks blocked at more than one
intersection, for emergency rea-
sons and safety,” Ziegenhorn
said. -
City officials in Sikeston have
written letters to federal repre-
sentatives and UP expressing -
the same concerns about the
increased fraffic. =~

From Glastetter’s perspectlve
as a property owner in Rockview

 (he owns 28 acres in the commu- .

nity, sharing a 1,000-foot border -

with the railroad’s right of way)
the problems are as close as his :
back yard. Between the noise-: .

made by the slow-moving trains

as they approach the intersec-

tion — a sound that Glastetter _. '

compares to fingernailsona :
what his land will be worth if

‘As pa.rt of 1ts review process,
t.he STB is taking pubhc com-
ments. Glastetter is hoping that -

~ maybe his grassroots action will

inform some of the local resis-- *
dents.and motlvate them to reg- .
ister their opinion w1th the fed-

;A lot of people Just don t'real-
G]astetter sa1d

3356611, extension 182 - |

(Games

London celebrates
selection as site for 2012

Summer Olympic Games.

From Page 1A

result,” said Princess Anne, an
I0C member and director of the
London 2012 bid, at a news con-
ference. “You can’t have five
cities of that quahty w1thout 1t
being very close.”

Paris had lost two other recent

" bids for the Olympics and last

hosted the games in 1924, Lon-

don staged the Olympics in 1908

and 1948. Britain had mounted
three recent unsuccessful bids,
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. twice by Manchester an

by Birmingham.

France had been cons
the front-runner throughe
process, with a well-dew:
plan, an already-built st:
and an air of quiet self-
dence. French President Je
Chirac had flown to Sing
Tuesday for a quick appea
to make the final present
and bask in the expected gl

But London’s bid, led :
Singapore selection comn
meeting by two-time Oly
gold medalist Sebastian Co
gathered momentum inr
weeks. British propo:
emphasized that the g
could help regenerate their
tal’s once-neglected East
area,: - . .

: Suspect held after body
- is dlscovered in northern

through a brushy area on thei_r_

- way back to their vehicle.

.The body, thought to be of a

" man in his 60s, was partially
- clothed and had obvious {frauma
. to'the head, said Scott County-*

Sherlff Rick Walter: -

FULFILL AN AMES1r~as: — -

- oneor two days, ot

** While the Scott County

- 'ner’s office was transportir

- body: to: the Mineral
< Regional Medical Cent
:Farmington, Mo., for auf
& the department learned o
-~ investigation in Barry Cc
- The bod;

y was determmed

The men said they came across -
1. a body as they were going.

At midnight Tuesday, B
was arrested in Hollister,
near Branson by police in
gating a suspicious vel

_Epperly said. Bisher was
- returned to Barry County :

- An autopsy. was schedule
Wedriesd:

t 4 smoyers@semissouriancon: -
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